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Timely Test for Johnes Disease Being 
Researched at University of Illinois
by Tania Banak
Paratuberculosis (Johnes disease) is 
a serious economic problem in cattle 
herds, affecting up to 20 percent of all 
cattle. This chronic, contagious intesti­
nal inflammation and diarrhea results 
in progressive wasting of its victims 
and eventual death.
In an effort to find out more about 
the disease, researchers at the Univer­
sity of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine have developed a genetic 
probe which permits rapid diagnosis 
of Johnes disease and which could also 
lead to a rapid diagnostic test for a 
variety of human diseases.
Johnes disease is caused by a bacte­
rium called Mycobacterium paratuber­
culosis. This organism is closely related 
to organisms which cause tuberculo­
sis, leprosy and possibly Crohn's dis­
ease in humans. Mycobacteria also 
frequently cause secondary infections 
in AIDS patients.
Most pathogenic mycobacteria, 
however, are difficult and slow to grow 
in the laboratory. As a result, progress 
in identifying them, understanding 
how they cause disease and determin­
ing how they could be controlled has 
been slow.
Currently, the lack of reliable diag­
nostic methods for subclinical (early) 
Johnes cases is a major problem. The 
incubation period for Johnes disease 
can be 2 years or even longer. Although 
infected herds can be detected with 
existing tests, the tests are not reliable 
enough for individual animals. Early 
detection of infected individuals would 
permit cattle owners to take preven­
tive measures and minimize losses.
Through the use of the latest bio­
technological techniques, however, Dr. 
David Stahl, assistant professor of vet­
erinary pathobiology at the college, 
and his graduate student, John Ur- 
bance, have developed a DNA probe 
that can recognize the specific portions 
of genes of the organism. The probe 
employs a standard research technique 
called base pairing. A strand of DNA 
has a number of nucleotides that pair 
up, like a zipper, only with another 
strand with the same number of nu­
cleotides. A probe is specially designed 
to pair with a certain organism. If it 
attaches, a diagnosis is possible; if not, 
the suspected organism is not present.
"Our goal has been to define areas of 
the mycobacterial RNA that could be 
used for diagnostic tests," says Dr. 
Stahl. "From there, we and other labo­
ratories can develop reagents which 
will mark the RNA segments unique 
to disease-causing bacteria. We should 
then be able to tell whether an animal 
or human is infected, even if clinical 
signs are not evident."
Dr. Stahl and his research team even­
tually hope to be able to detect "car­
rier" cattle which are infected but are 
not showing clinical signs. Once that is 
possible, work to understand how the 
disease is spread can proceed.
Crohn's disease in humans appears 
to be very similar to Johnes disease in 
cattle. But whether the mycobacteria 
that the researchers identified causes 
Crohn's disease, or is coincidentally 
present, is unknown. "There's a need 
to establish the link," Dr. Stahl said, 
"and we should now have a tool for 
epidemiology, for studying modes of
transmission."
Scientists throughout the nation are 
interested in this research from the 
human angle. The American Society 
for Microbiology recruited Dr. Stahl as 
a speaker during their annual meeting 
last year because they wanted to know 
more about the new research methods 
being used in his laboratory.
Dr. Stahl's research is funded by a 
special United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) grant. The Illinois 
project is one of only six Johnes disease 
projects funded by the USDA in the 
last five years.
Dr. Krawiec Receives Norden Teaching Award
Dr. Donald R. Krawiec, associate 
professor of veterinary clinical medi­
cine at the University of Illinois Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine at Urbana, 
was selected by the college's fourth- 
year students as this year's recipient of 
the Norden Distinguished Teacher 
Award. The award recipient is selected 
on the basis of outstanding teaching 
ability as well as character and leader­
ship qualities.
The Norden Distinguished Teacher 
Award is presented annually to an 
outstanding faculty member at each of 
the nation's 27 veterinary colleges. The 
award consists of a $500 honorarium 
and a plaque and is sponsored by 
Norden Laboratories, Inc., Lincoln, NB.
Dr. Krawiec, a Chicago native, joined 
the college staff in 1982. He earned his 
DVM degree from Purdue University 
in 1973, then went on to serve an in­
ternship and residency in small animal 
internal medicine at the University of 
Minnesota. This endeavor culminated 
in a PhD degree in veterinary medi­
cine in 1982. While teaching at Illinois, 
he worked towards board certification 
in veterinary internal medicine which 
he accomplished in 1984.
Dr. Krawiec currently teaches small 
animal medicine clinics as well as a
fourth-year elective course on Small 
Animal Urology. He is especially in­
terested in diseases of the canine and 
feline urinary system.
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Dean's Corner
by Dean Richard E. Dierks
This will be one of the last two or 
three columns I will write under this 
heading in that I have decided to step 
out of the deanship at the end of this 
fiscal year (August 1989).
Over the past thirteen years, I have 
enjoyed the many activities with which 
a dean becomes involved in the day- 
to-day activities of this office. I am 
particularly pleased with the many 
friendships and personal interactions 
with faculty, students, alumni, and
friends of the College. I would be remiss 
not to especially mention the strong 
support for the College and the many, 
many kindnesses that have been shown 
to Carol and myself by a long list of 
officers and members of the Illinois 
State Veterinary Medical Association.
This may not be the most ideal time 
to step out of the deanship in that the 
College and University are currently 
experiencing a difficult time in gaining 
needed support from the state legisla­
ture; however, I have been considering 
this change for some time and hope 
that our funding problems will be 
reversed by the time I vacate the office 
next fall. My decision at this time should 
also allow a full national search and a 
smooth transition for the incoming 
dean. At this point, it is my intent to 
take a sabbatical leave to retool myself 
in the area of epidemiology and then 
return to the College to make a contri­
bution in that evolving area. With the 
advent of computerized databases and 
the greater emphasis on preventive 
medicine programs, especially for food 
animal production systems, I am look­
ing forward to full involvement in these
exciting programs.
I believe the College has made excel­
lent progress with the realization of 
new facilities and the development of 
a number of new programs over the 
past ten to twelve years. There are 
many individual and collective pro­
gram efforts that are both enhancing 
and expanding the College's teaching, 
research and service programs. The 
College's annual research expenditures 
generated from outside research grants 
have grown five-fold during that pe­
riod. The Diagnostic Laboratory pro­
gram has been expanded with the 
addition of a major toxicology pro­
gram. Professional, graduate and con­
tinuing education programs have been 
modified in an effort to address the 
rapidly changing needs of those we 
serve.
Veterinary colleges nationally are 
each receiving support this year from 
the PEW Charitable Trusts to enter 
into a strategic planning process under 
the PEW National Veterinary Educa­
tion Program. This program will assist 
us and other veterinary colleges in 
looking at ways we can more effec­
tively address the medical informa­
tion explosion and create areas of in- 
depth training needed for veterinary 
graduates to address changes that are 
occurring in many facets of society. 
These changes are demanding new and 
different expertise in order to deliver 
excellent veterinary services in both 
food animal and companion animal 
practices, as well as in other public 
practice areas of the profession.
The concept of regional and national 
centers of specialty excellence with the 
interinstitutional exchange of students 
makes a lot of sense to me given the 
limited number of faculty members 
and fiscal constraints all of us are fac­
ing almost nationwide. It will demand 
that we, as educators, look at new ways 
of interacting with the development of 
new methods for the delivery of veteri­
nary instruction. The coming years 
will be an exciting period with many 
changes and opportunities for veteri­
narians in both private and public prac­
tice arenas. I look forward to making 
my final year as dean a meaningful 
one.
Fourteen Seniors Honored with Year-End Awards
Top row from left: Senior honorees are Susan Anway, William Armbruster, James Bader, Elizabeth Curry, Patrick Drone, Genevieve Dumonceaux, and Scott Gallatin. Second 
Row: Jim Hosek, James Keen, Carol Kluka, Andrew Pierson, Robert Reschke, Larry Ritzhaupt, and James Rottman.
Fourteen seniors in the veterinary 
professional program at the Univer­
sity of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Urbana walked off with 
over 17 awards during the college's 
annual Awards Banquet. Criteria 
ranged from academic performance in 
specific subject areas to active promo­
tion of the college on the campus.
Susan Anway, Pearl River, New 
York, won first place in Hill's Senior 
Student Essay Competition for her 
essay that described a small animal 
clinical case in which dietary manage­
ment was integral to the case. She is 
now eligible to compete against win­
ners from other veterinary schools 
across the nation for a $10,000 first 
place. William Armbruster, rural 
Hartsburg, 111., accepted the Upjohn 
Large Animal Proficiency Award for 
proficiency in large animal clinical 
medicine. James Bader, Crete, 111., re­
ceived the Illinois Veterinary Medical 
Alumni Association Award for profi­
ciency in clinical medicine.
The Dr. L. E. Fisher Award for profi­
ciency in small animal medicine as 
well as the ISVMA Award to the Vale­
dictorian for ranking academically at 
the top of the graduating class went to 
Elizabeth Curry, Dundee, 111. Patrick 
Drone, Ridgway, 111., received the 
Purina Mills Award for proficiency in 
swine medicine. Genevieve Dumon­
ceaux, Rolla, Missouri, was chosen for 
the Auxiliary to the American Veteri­
nary Medical Association Award on 
the basis of an essay and her activities 
to promote the college while on cam­
pus. The Dr. Edward C. Khuen Memo­
rial Award went to Scott Gallatin, 
Midlothian, 111. Jim Hosek, Stickney, 
111., received the American Association 
of Feline Practitioners' Student Award 
for special interest and accomplish­
ment in feline medicine and surgery. 
James Keen, Riverside, 111., was pre­
sented with the Public Health Veteri­
narians Outstanding Student Award. 
First place in the Hill's Hospital De­
sign Competition went to Carol Kluka,
Arlington Heights, 111. and her archi­
tecture student teammate, Jamie Lis. 
Andrew Pierson, Granite City, 111., 
received the Southern Illinois Veteri­
nary Medical Association Award for 
merit and nonacademic activities. 
Robert Reschke, Justice, 111., accepted 
the Upjohn Small Animal Proficiency 
Award for proficiency in small animal 
clinical medicine. Larry Ritzhaupt, 
Galion, Ohio, received both the Dr. H. 
Preston Hoskins Award for technical 
writing and the Dr. Samuel F. Scheidy 
Award for performance, aptitude, and 
interest in clinical pharmacology and 
rational therapeutics. Last but not least, 
James Rottman, Des Plaines, 111., re­
ceived both the American Animal 
Hospital Association Award for clini­
cal proficiency in small animal medi­
cine and surgery and the Carrie McG- 
reevy Award to the Salutatorian for 
ranking second academically in the 
graduating class.
Underclassmen 
Receive Awards Also
Seniors weren't the only ones receiv­
ing honors during the awards ban­
quet. Among the third year award 
recipients, Constance Brunkow, Ar­
lington Heights, 111., was presented 
with the Dr. C. David McLaughlin 
Scholarship for interest and perform­
ance in small animal medicine and 
surgery. Jodi Gear, Urbana, 111., and 
Bruce Kuesis, Wood Dale, 111., both 
received Hardenbrook Scholarships for 
their interest/experience in horses 
combined with their academic per­
formance. James Lehman, Sullivan, 111., 
accepted the Dr. Vaylord Lad wig 
Award for interest in food animal 
medicine, especially swine. Suzanne 
Martin, Wilmington, 111., earned sec­
ond place in the Hill's Hospital Design 
Competition, along with her architec­
tural teammate, Jeffrey Ernest. Two 
second year students, Peter Maki, Pala­
tine, 111., and Alicia Ragni, Crystal Lake, 
111., received the Dr. Jesse Sampson 
Award for their academic perform­
ance in physiology.
Students and faculty mingled after 
the event, first watching the senior's 
end-of-veterinary-school slide show, 
then dancing to music provided by a 
D.J.
Keep us informed about your 
professional career. Drop us a line 
about awards, honors, and 
changes.
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Heart Defect:
Puppies Receive State-of-the-Art Treatment
by Tania Banak
Prognosis for puppies born with 
pulmonic stenosis, an inherited nar­
rowing of the pulmonic valve of the 
heart, has not been good to date. But 
owners of affected pups can now ob­
tain relief for their animals thanks to a 
new special procedure being per­
formed at the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine at 
Urbana.
According to Dr. David Sisson, a 
veterinary cardiologist at the college, 
the balloon valvuloplasties they are 
performing are more effective, cheaper 
and less traumatic to the pup's system 
than surgery. A balloon valvuloplasty 
involves inserting a tube with a sau­
sage-shaped balloon on the end into 
the right heart chamber, placing the 
balloon where the narrowed valve is, 
and expanding the balloon with pres­
sure to tear the valve open to an appro­
priate size without damaging the ar­
tery in the process.
"Pulmonic stenosis is the second 
most common congenital defect in 
dogs," Dr. Sisson points out. "Depend­
ing on the severity of the condition, the 
right side of the heart has to work 
much harder than usual to pump blood 
past this abnormally small valve. Even­
tually, the heart muscle gives up, and 
the dog goes into heart failure, often 
resulting in death."
He says that in the past, the condi­
tion was generally treated by perform­
ing open-heart surgery and either en­
larging the valve by cutting it open or 
bypassing the valvular bottleneck by 
removing that section of the artery. But 
the results were not always good. Many 
pups died as a result of the procedure, 
and the surgery is expensive.
In 1982, a new technique was de­
scribed for treating the same condition 
in human children. Dr. Sisson subse­
quently adapted this new technique to 
perform the first balloon valvuloplasty 
in a dog in 1984 at the University of 
California. Currently, the procedure is 
being performed at Illinois, California, 
Massachusetts and Ohio. The veteri­
nary procedure uses the same tubes or 
catheters as those used in children.
"Results have been good," Dr. Sis­
son remarks. "There has been marked 
improvement in treated animals. Most 
patients return to near normal after the 
procedure. And even though balloon 
valvuloplasties don't always work 
perfectly, they are still better than per­
forming heart surgery."
Generally, balloon valvuloplasties 
are performed when the patient is 4 to 
6 months of age, earlier if the condition 
is extremely severe. The condition is 
suspected when a veterinarian notices 
a heart murmur during an affected 
puppy's first vaccination appointment. 
Chest x-rays and an electrocardiogram 
(EKG) confirm the diagnosis. Mild 
cases don't require treatment — the
Fig. A: Radiographic view’ o f a balloon 
catheter inserted in a puppy's heart. The 
balloon’s center is visibly constricted by 
the narrow’ed pulmonary stenotic valve.
affected animal can live a relatively 
normal life despite the condition. 
However, severe cases are life threat­
ening.
Not all owners will elect to have a 
balloon valvuloplasty performed. The 
procedure may be less expensive than 
surgery, but it is nevertheless costly. 
The advantage is that dog owners now 
have an effective alternative to sur- 
gery.
Dr. Sisson stresses that dogs diag­
nosed with pulmonic stenosis should 
be neutered because the condition is 
hereditary, even though a balloon 
valvuloplasty may eliminate all signs
Fig. B: Radiographic view’ o f the enlarge­
ment o f the defective pulmonary stenotic 
valve in a puppy's heart subsequent to 
complete inflation o f the balloon catheter.
of the problem.
Early diagnosis of pulmonic sten­
osis is crucial. By the time an owner 
notices actual physical signs of the 
problem in a puppy, which include 
fainting and inability to exercise, the 
problem is already extremely ad­
vanced. At that point, treatment is 
much riskier because the patient is 
weak. Owners of new puppies should 
be sure to have a veterinarian examine 
their new pet shortly after they bring 
the animal home. This allows for 
prompt treatment if problems are dis­
covered.
Meyer, Ristic and Vogel Retire 
from Veterinary College
Dr. Richard C. Meyer Dr. Miodrag Ristic Dr. Raymond S. Vogel
Several long-standing faculty at the 
University of Illinois College of Veteri­
nary Medicine at Urbana retired at the 
end of August. Dr. Richard C. Meyer, 
professor of veterinary pathobiology, 
has served the college for 24 years; Dr. 
Miodrag Ristic, professor of veterinary 
pathobiology, completed 29 years of 
service; and Dr. Raymond S. Vogel, 
senior research chemist in veterinary 
biosciences, has been with the college 
for 11 years.
The retirees were honored in ad­
vance during a reception held at the 
college on Friday, June 3rd. Dean Rich­
ard E. Dierks addressed those in atten­
dance, thanking the retirees as a group 
for their valuable service over the years. 
Each retiree was honored individually 
as well as their respective department 
heads cited their major accomplish­
ments.
Dr. Richard C. Meyer earned his MS 
degree in bacteriology from The Ohio 
State University in 1957 and his PhD 
degree in microbiology in 1961, also 
from Ohio. He joined the University of 
Illinois staff in 1964, following a stint 
with the Virus Research Resources 
Branch of the National Cancer Insti­
tute where he had been project officer 
and director of the work that led to the 
characterization of fetal calf serum. This 
work in turn led to the standardization 
of this important tissue culture rea­
gent and set the standards for the com­
mercial products now on the market. 
Dr. Meyer was also responsible for 
much of the work that led to develop­
ment of powdered, ready- to-use tis­
sue culture media.
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At the University of Illinois, he taught 
bacteriology and virology courses for 
many years. His was the first gradu­
ate-level animal virology course of­
fered at the university. During his 
tenure, Dr. Meyer held concurrent 
appointments as a professor in veteri­
nary pathobiology at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine and in the De­
partment of Microbiology at the Col­
lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences.
He also carried on an active research 
program, being recognized as an early 
leader in the use of pigs as models in 
germ-free research. He was instrumen­
tal in the development of techniques 
and equipment for rearing germ-free 
swine in a gnotobiotic (controlled) 
environment, which opened research 
avenues not available with conven­
tional animals. In addition, he actively 
studied swine dysentery and colibacil- 
losis and contributed to current under­
standing of these diseases.
Dr. Miodrag Ristic earned his DVM 
degree in Hannover, Germany. He 
earned further degrees in microbiol­
ogy: an MS from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1953 and a PhD from the 
University of Illinois in 1959.
He joined the University of Illinois 
faculty in 1959 and has been actively 
performing research on such diseases 
as babesiosis, anaplasmosis, malaria, 
canine ehrlichiosis, and Potomac horse 
fever since that time.
Dr. Ristic has developed vaccines 
and diagnostic tests for a number of 
important vector-borne diseases of 
domestic animals. He has been a pio­
neer in discovering the role of leuko­
cytic rickettsiae in diseases of man and 
animals. Recently he discovered a new 
rickettsia, the causative agent of Po­
tomac horse fever, which until that 
time had been a mysterious disease 
that caused a mortality rate of 30 per­
cent in infected animals. This new agent 
was named Ehrlichia risticii in his honor.
Dr. Ristic received numerous grants 
from organizations worldwide, includ­
ing the Rockefeller Foundation, the U.S. 
Agency for International Development, 
National Institutes of Health, and the 
U.S. Army Research and Development 
Command. He has also been heavily 
involved in international programs 
designed to further the knowledge of 
scientists around the world and has 
advised numerous graduate students 
during his career.
Among the special honors and rec­
ognitions he has received for his inter­
national scientific achievements are the 
title of honorary doctor of the Autono­
mous Metropolitan University of 
Mexico City, Mexico; the Laveran 
Medal for accomplishments in malaria 
and babesiosis research; the Beecham 
Award for research excellence in Vet­
erinary Medical Science; a Certificate 
of Merit from the U.S. Army Research 
and Development Command; and a 
research recognition award from the
PanAmerican Association of Veteri­
nary Medicine.
In addition, he has been a prolific 
writer, having more than 320 publica­
tions to his credit, being a contributor 
to 43 books, and editor of eight scien­
tific books.
Raymond Vogel, senior research 
chemist at the college, earned degrees 
in chemistry and physics from Wash­
ington University. He joined the vet­
erinary college staff in 1976. Vogel 
provided the veterinary pathobiology 
department as well as other depart­
ments on campus with research exper­
tise in spectrochemical analytical meth­
ods development, stemming from 
earlier work with the Schlumber Cor­
poration and the Atomic Energy 
Commission where he developed spec­
troscopic instrumentation. While at the 
veterinary college, he had a concurrent 
joint appointment with the U.S. Corps 
of Engineers Construction Engineer­
ing Research Laboratories (CERL). 
Vogel has authored approximately 45 
articles and has been issued four pat­
ents involving spectrophotometric in­
strumentation.
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New Faculty
Dr. Louise C. Abbott is a visiting 
assistant professor in morphology in 
veterinary biosciences. She comes to 
the College after completing her DVM 
training at Washington State this past 
spring. Earlier, in 1982, she completed 
a PhD in zoology at the University of 
Washington. While a professional stu­
dent at WSU, Dr. Abbott also held a 
position as assistant professor in their 
Department of Veterinary and Com­
parative Anatomy, Pharmacology, and 
Physiology, teaching gross anatomy 
and conducting research in epilepsy. 
Her postdoctoral research efforts have 
emphasized the mammalian central 
nervous system and its development 
in normal animals as well as animals 
exhibiting seizures. Dr. Abbott is cur­
rently investigating the possible roles 
that biogenic amines, GABA, and pu­
tative peptidergic neurotransmitters 
play in epileptiform seizures, using 
the mutant mouse tottering as a ge­
netic animal model for epilepsy.
•
Dr. Ralph M. Bunte became coordi­
nator of diagnostic services for the 
College the first of October. A 1967 
graduate of the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. 
Bunte recently retired from the United 
States Army. His last assignment was 
Chief of the Pathology Division for the 
United States Army Medical Research 
Institute of Infectious Diseases 
(USAMRIID) at Ft. Detrick in Freder­
ick, Maryland. In this assignment, he 
directed and supervised the Institute's 
pathology basic research and research 
support program in vaccine develop­
ment. Earlier assignments included 
Chief of the Department of Compara­
tive Pathology at Walter Reed Army 
Institute, Training Officer for the De­
partment of Veterinary Pathology at 
the Armed Forces Institute of Pathol­
ogy, and Chief of the Department of 
Comparative Pathology at USAMRIID.
Dr. Bunte practiced briefly after 
graduation before entering the Army. 
He received his board certification from 
the American College of Veterinary 
Pathologists in 1981, and he has been 
an adjunct assistant professor of pa­
thology at George Washington Uni­
versity in Washington, D.C., since 1984. 
While in the Washington, D.C., area, 
he has been active in the 275 member 
District of Columbia VM A, serving the
organization as secretary-treasurer, 
vice president, president-elect, and 
finally president in 1983.
Dr. Bunte has been active as a col­
laborative researcher providing pathol­
ogy support to such widely diverse 
projects as: leishmaniasis in monkeys 
and hamsters; canine corona virus; bile- 
acid reflux in rabbits; erythrocyte half- 
life and blood volume in monkeys; 
and flaviviruses, arenaviruses, and 
bunyaviruses in a variety of rodents 
and monkeys.
•
Dr. Paul A. Gerding Jr. is an assis­
tant professor of ophthalmology in vet­
erinary clinical medicine. A 1984 gradu­
ate of the University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Gerding 
has been at Illinois for the past three 
years completing a graduate degree 
and residency program. Immediately 
after graduation, he practiced in the 
Chicago area. During the summer of 
1986, Dr. Gerding completed the basic 
science course in ophthalmology at 
Stanford Medical School.
He has been the primary investiga­
tor on projects on the effect of viscoe­
lastic fluids on the anterior segment of 
the canine eye and on the effects of a 
topically applied protease inhibitor on 
the rate of corneal epithelial wound 
repair in the dog. Dr. Gerding was also 
a co-investigator on the project inves­
tigating in vitro alternatives to the 
Draize ocular irritation testing.
•
Dr. Laura L. Hungerford is an assis­
tant professor in the epidemiology 
section of veterinary pathobiology. She 
recently completed her PhD in veteri­
nary pathobiology at Illinois. Her re­
search was on the role of the white­
tailed deer in the epidemiology of 
bovine anaplasmosis in Illinois.
Dr. Hungerford received her DVM 
degree from Michigan State in 1980. 
She also has a MPH degree from the 
University of Illinois, Chicago, in 1987. 
Dr. Hungerford was a food animal 
intern at the University of Illinois from 
1980 to 1981. As she completed her 
graduate training, she was a resident 
in microbiology and a teaching associ­
ate in veterinary epidemiology. Dr. 
Hungerford is interested in the appli­
cation of geographical and time-series 
methodologies to the analysis of dis­
ease patterns, the usefulness of ani­
mals as sentinels for human hazards, 
the analysis of animal population data 
to determine risk factors for disease 
and for decreased productivity, as well
as study design and analysis in clinical 
epidemiology and human-animal 
interaction studies.
•
Dr. Gary A. Iwamoto is an assistant 
professor of physiology in veterinary 
biosciences. For the previous ten years, 
he had been at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Dallas. Since 
1984, he had been an assistant profes­
sor in their biomedical engineering 
program. Dr. Iwamoto received his BS 
from Washington State, his MA from 
the University of California, Da vis, and 
his PhD in 1978 from the same institu­
tion in physiology and neuroanatomy.
Dr. Iwamoto is currently investigat­
ing the way in which the central auto­
nomic system regulates the cardiovas­
cular system. He is collaborating on 
his research with Dr. Tony Waldrop in 
physiology and biophysics and Dr. 
Matilde Holzwarth in anatomical sci­
ences. Dr. Iwamoto's cardiovascular 
work is being supported by a National 
Institutes of Health Career Develop­
ment Award and an NIH R01 Grant.
•
Dr. Deborah A. O'Keefe, an assis­
tant professor in small animal medi­
cine, will head the clinical oncology 
program. Since 1987, she was an on­
cologist and internist with the West 
Los Angeles, California, Veterinary 
Medical Group. Dr. O'Keefe received 
her DVM degree from UC-Davis in 
1983 and an MS in veterinary clinical 
sciences from The Ohio State Univer­
sity in 1987. She is a diplomate of the 
American College of Veterinary Inter­
nal Medicine in internal medicine.
Dr. O'Keefe's research at OSU was 
on "Studies on the In Vitro Interleukin- 
3 Dependency of Canine Mast Cell 
Tumors."
•
Dr. Mary Anne Ross is a visiting 
assistant professor in administration. 
She is responsible for developing a 
framework and a planning document 
for human-animal interaction pro­
grams at the College using a multidis­
ciplinary approach. Dr. Ross received 
her education at Northwestern, Loyola 
University, and a PhD in ag economics 
from the University of Illinois in 1985. 
She has worked in the private financial 
industry, with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, as 
a project coordinator with USAID, as a 
faculty member at the Universities of 
Illinois and Florida, and as a consult­
ant to the U.S. Army Corps of Engi­
neering.
Dr. Gary B. Sherman is a visiting 
assistant professor in physiology in 
veterinary biosciences. Dr. Sherman 
recently completed his PhD in veteri­
nary biosciences on the physiologic, 
pathologic, and toxicologic effects of 
chronic estradiol exposure on Leydig 
cell function and development in the 
prepubertal bull. Earlier, he had re­
ceived his DVM degree from the Uni­
versity of Illinois in 1984. While com­
pleting his doctoral degree, Dr. Sher­
man was an instructor in the veteri­
nary biosciences teaching program.
As a result of his research, Dr. Sher­
man has proposed a new model for the 
endocrine regulation of puberty in 
cattle and developed and validated a 
heterologous radiogland receptor as­
say for studying bovine testicular LH 
receptors. He hopes to develop appli­
cations of molecular biology techniques 
to facilitate biomedical research in 
mammals.
•
Dr. John L. Woods is a visiting asso­
ciate professor in the College's Center 
for Zoonosis Research with a responsi­
bility for identifying international re­
search interests and teaching, training, 
and technical assistance activities in 
the College. He will also identify 
sources of funding to support those 
interests and negotiate partnership 
agreements with overseas institutions. 
He has been director of the INTER- 
PAKS program in the University of 
Illinois College of Agriculture since 
1985.
Dr. Woods received an MS degree in 
communications in 1965 and a PhD in 
continuing education in 1974 from the 
University of Illinois. After 8 years of 
work with the Cooperative Extension 
Service at the UI in the 1960s, he was an 
advisor and consultant for projects in 
Jordan, Malawi, India, Colombia and 
Australia. He returned to the Univer­
sity of Illinois in 1971 to work on his 
PhD and was involved with interna­
tional programs teaching and project 
development for the University of Illi­
nois and MUCIA. He left the Univer­
sity in 1974 to create and direct the 
Asian Pacific Program for Develop­
ment Training and Communications 
Planning for the United Nations De­
velopment Program, based in Bang­
kok, Thailand. He was responsible for 
working with all the countries in Asia 
and the Pacific from Afghanistan east 
through Western Samoa.
Four Faculty/Graduate Students Receive 
Awards During Annual Phi Zeta Banquet
Dates To Remember
November 15-16, 1988 -  Small 
Animal Neurology, Part I, Spinal 
Diseases. Urbana. Contact Dr. Al­
lan Paul (217) 333-2907.
December 6-7,1988 -  Small Ani­
mal Neurology, Part II, Cranial and 
Peripheral Nerve Diseases. Ur­
bana. Contact Dr. Allan Paul (217) 
333-2907.
•
December 7-8,1988 -  Veterinary 
Swine Consultants Workshop. Ur­
bana. Contact Dr. LeRoy Biehl (217) 
333-2907.
•
January 16, 1989 -  Illinois 
Alumni Reception at the Eastern 
States Conference, 6-8 p.m., Chi­
cago Room of the Marriott's World 
Center Hotel. Contact Terry 
Rathgeber or Dr. Erwin Small (217) 
333-5545.
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One faculty member and three 
graduate students at the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medi­
cine at Urbana recently received 
awards based on research they had 
performed or papers they had written. 
The awards were presented during the 
April 13 Phi Zeta Initiation Banquet.
Dr. Miodrag Ristic, professor of vet­
erinary pathobiology at the college, 
was presented with the Beecham 
Award for Research Excellence for his 
research on hemotropic diseases, es­
pecially for his efforts to develop a 
malaria vaccine. Malaria is one of the 
most prevalent diseases in the world; 
at least 1,500,000 deaths occur annu­
ally as a result of the disease. Dr. Ristic's 
work is known both nationally and 
internationally, having attracted ma­
jor grants throughout the years includ­
ing a $4.5 million grant from USAID.
The Beecham Award, consisting of a 
plaque and $500, is presented annu­
ally to a researcher at each veterinary 
institution in the nation on the basis of 
veterinary medicine-related research 
that has been performed within the 
last two years and shows promise of 
attaining national recognition.
Dr. William Cook, a resident in vet­
erinary toxicology at the college, re­
ceived the J.O. Alberts Award for his 
outstanding performance as a gradu­
ate student in the Department of Vet­
erinary Science. He was selected on the 
basis of a paper he wrote titled "Rever­
sal of Cholinesterase Inhibition in 
Plasma, Red Blood Cells, and Dia­
phragm, Clinical Signs, and 
Postmortem Findings in Mice After 
Intraperitoneal Injection of Anatoxin-
A(S), Paraoxon, or Pyridostigmine."
Dr. Gregory Daniel, a resident in 
veterinary clinical medicine/nuclear 
medicine, accepted the first Loyd E. 
Boley Award. The recipient is selected 
on the basis of a paper which shows 
quality of research and excellence of 
scholarship. Dr. Daniel's paper was 
titled "In-vitro Testing of Technetium- 
99m Labeled Monoclonal Antibodies 
Specific for Dirofilaria immitis."
Dr. Fun-In Wang, a graduate stu­
dent in veterinary pathobiology, was 
presented with the University of Illi­
nois Mu Chapter of Phi Zeta Award for 
Literary Excellence for the design and 
writing quality of a paper he submit­
ted. The paper was titled "Susceptibil­
ity of Porcine Leucocytes to Pseudora­
bies Viral Infection."
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Pharmacology Symposium Dedicated to Illinois’ Dr. Lloyd Davis
D r. Lloyd Davis
The Sixth Biennial Symposium of 
the American Academy of Veterinary 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics
(AAVPT), held June 13-16 at the Shera­
ton Red Lion Inn, Blacksburg, Virginia, 
was dedicated to Dr. Lloyd E. Davis, 
professor of veterinary pharmacology 
and clinical medicine at the University 
of Illinois College of Veterinary Medi­
cine at Urbana. Dr. Davis was honored 
for his numerous contributions to 
AAVPT and to the discipline of veteri­
nary and comparative pharmacology.
As part of the honor, Dr. Davis deliv­
ered the inaugural Lloyd E. Davis Lec­
ture, entitled "Veterinary and Com­
parative Pharmacology, A Personal 
Philosophy", during the symposium. 
Future lectures will be presented by 
recipients of the Lloyd E. Davis Award,
which will be awarded by the AAVPT 
in recognition of sustained, significant 
contributions to education, research 
and service in veterinary or compara­
tive pharmacology.
The symposium, which attracted 
veterinary pharmacologists from 
across the U.S. and from Europe, ad­
dressed contemporary issues of ani­
mal drugs and food safety. Sessions 
explored the impact of animal drugs 
on food safety and quality, analytical 
methodologies for residue detection, 
and considerations related to the teach­
ing of veterinary and comparative 
pharmacology in the future.
Dr. Davis, who earned his DVM
degree from The Ohio State University 
in 1959, and his PhD degree in phar­
macology from the University of Mis­
souri in 1963, was instrumental in the 
development of veterinary clinical 
pharmacology in the U.S. He is a found­
ing fellow of the AAVPT and served as 
the organization's first president. He is 
a member of numerous professional 
organizations, has written more than 
200 publications in his career (includ­
ing four books), and has been asked to 
consult with a variety of organizations 
including the U.S. Pharmacopeial 
Convention and the Food and Drug 
Administration.
Alumni Notes
Dr. Gary Stamp, 1970, is president 
of the Veterinary Emergency and Criti­
cal Care Society (VECCS). He was 
elected president of the group in 1987. 
The group has petitioned for specialty 
college status with the AVMA and con­
vened its first international conference 
in September of this year. Dr. Stamp is 
a lieutenant colonel in the veterinary 
corps stationed at Fort Dix, New Jer­
sey. In 1986 he was promoted to his 
current position as Deputy Com­
mander for Veterinary Services for all 
military veterinary services for instal­
lations in New Jersey, New York City, 
Philadelphia, and parts of Delaware. 
He supervises about 60 personnel and 
provides military service for 20 mili­
tary installations.
•
The newly remodeled and enlarged 
Woodstock Veterinary Clinic was the 
subject of a recent article in the 
McHenry Northwest Herald. The clinic 
is the professional home to two Illini— 
Dr. Lloyd Shaw, 1969, and Dr. Charles 
Carmichael, 1975, along with Dr. John 
Kugler, a 1958 Kansas State graduate.
•
Dr. Rebecca Schilling, 1982, has left 
the Center for Disease Control to found 
her own company, Corporate Science, 
Inc. She remains in Atlanta, Georgia, 
with her company based at 4589 
Peachtree, Dunwoody Road, N.E. The 
firm provides communications train­
ing and services. Their staff offers over 
25 years of experience in solving com­
munication problems and their clien­
tele represents over 100 private and 
public sector organizations. They spe­
cialize in helping scientists and man­
agers communicate their ideas. Dr. 
Schilling had been with CDC for 6 
years. While at CDC, she completed an 
MPH degree at Emory University.
•
Dr. Ben Brohammer is returning to 
his hometown of Hillsboro, Illinois, to 
succeed retiring veterinarian Dr. 
Charles Vail. Dr. Brohammer, 1986, is 
building a new veterinary clinic in 
Hillsboro. He has been practicing in 
Nashville, Illinois, since graduation. 
Dr. Vail, a 1952 Iowa State graduate, 
had practiced in Hillsboro since 
graduation.
Merck Grant Funds Cytology Project
by Rena M. Leake
Dr. Robin K. Sanecki, veterinary 
pathologist at the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine, re­
cently obtained a grant from the Merck 
Company Foundation Animal Health 
Education Advisory Committee for the 
incorporation of cytological instruc­
tion into pathology courses.
"Presently at our college, instruction 
in cytological techniques is a limited 
enrollment elective course taken dur­
ing the senior year. What the money 
from the grant will do is to provide an 
opportunity for seniors to practice 
cytological techniques and to provide 
exposure to these techniques for sen­
iors who have not taken the elective 
cytology course," Dr. Sanecki explains.
Knowing cytological techniques will 
allow them, as practitioners, to develop 
diagnoses in their office while the client 
waits. Otherwise, they would have to 
depend on more costly and time con­
suming techniques.
"Because all senior students are not 
enrolled in the elective cytology course, 
the next best thing is to provide a ve­
hicle by which they can learn the tech­
niques on their own," says Dr. Sanecki.
That's what the grant is helping to 
accomplish. According to Dr. Sanecki, 
who is working with Dr. Walter
Hoffmann on the project, the grant 
will provide the funds for equipment 
to furnish a cytology lab adjacent to the 
necropsy lab, as well as for production 
of a slide study set for seniors to use 
during their necropsy rotation. Grant 
money will also be used to purchase 
texts and atlases for use in the lab.
"Under the grant, we've ordered a 
multi-headed microscope that will al­
low up to five students and an instruc­
tor to view a specimen at the same 
time," Dr. Sanecki explains. "The mi­
croscope is a powerful teaching tool 
that can be used in other areas as well," 
he says.
Seniors on necropsy rotation will 
have the opportunity to practice tak­
ing cytological specimens, processing 
slides from those specimens, and us­
ing the new microscope to interpret 
them with the aid of instructional ma­
terials. Then, in five to seven days, they 
can compare their impressions and 
diagnoses with definitive histological 
results.
"Essentially, we're just expanding 
on what's already being done in the 
necropsy lab, but up until now there 
hasn't been a method by which the stu­
dents can compare their results with 
the diagnosis from histological proce­
dures," Dr. Sanecki states.
In addition, the slide study set — to 
be developed from about 50 cases done 
through the college's small and large 
animal clinics — will be available in 
the cytology lab. This will allow stu­
dents to review cytological examples 
complete with descriptions and refer­
ences.
Drs. Sanecki and Hoffman also plan 
to develop a series of 35 millimeter 
slides describing biopsy techniques 
and basic cytological interpretation 
techniques to be incorporated into the 
second year general pathology course.
Dr. Sanecki emphasizes that he will 
not be teaching cytology. "I'm not a 
cytologist. But as a diagnostic patholo­
gist, I think it's important that students 
learn what cytology is and what can be 
done in a practice environment, and 
maybe that will spark their interest," 
he says.
The project for which Dr. Sanecki 
won funding will ensure that "every 
student going through here will at least 
have access to information on cyto­
logical techniques."
Corrections
Despite our best efforts, two er­
rors were made in the listing of Vet- 
erinary Achievement Fund support­
ers in the last issue of Veterinary 
Report. We overlooked one gift and 
incorrectly credited the gift of Dr. 
and Mrs. Glen Sedlacek to the Plain- 
field Riding Club. Here are the 
corrections:
Honor Members:
Sedlacek, Dr. and Mrs. Glen,
Plainfield, IL.
Deans Club:
Reed, Dr. L. W., Porter, IN.
In Memorium
Dr. Edwin K. Wilkin, 1954, died 
April 26 in Centralia. The owner of 
Wilkin Animal Hospital, he had lived 
his entire life in Centralia. He prac­
ticed there from 1954 until 1987, and 
was a member of the Sourthern Illinois 
Veterinary Medical Association.
Clinical Medicine
Dr. H. Fred Troutt will become head 
of the Department of Veterinary Clini­
cal Medicine on November 15. He 
comes to the college from the Univer­
sity of California, Davis, where he was 
professor in the Department of Medi­
cine and the Department of Epidemi­
ology and Preventive Medicine as well 
as the Director of their Veterinary 
Medicine Teaching and Research 
Center at Tulare.
Dr. Troutt received his VMD degree 
from Pennsylvania in 1962 and prac­
ticed for two years at Quakertown, 
Pennsylvania. He began his academic 
career at Purdue on the staff of their 
Large Animal Clinic in 1964 and re­
ceived an MS from Purdue in 1967. In 
1968, he accepted an NIH Special Post­
doctoral Research Fellowship in com­
parative pathology at the University of 
Missouri. He received his PhD from 
Missouri in 1970. From 1970 to 1975, he 
was on the faculty at the University of 
Georgia. He moved to VPI in 1975 and 
was a professor in their department of 
veterinary science, division of agricul­
ture and urban practice from 1975-86. 
While at VPI, he held numerous ad-
Gets New Head
ministrative appointments including 
acting chairman of the division of 
agricultural and urban practice, head 
of the department of veterinary sci­
ence, assistant director of the Virginia 
Agricultural Experiment Station, and 
associate dean for the Virginia-Mary- 
land Regional College of Veterinary 
Medicine. As associate dean, he was 
responsible for research, service pro­
grams, and physical facilities.
Dr. Troutt is a diplomate of the 
American Board of Veterinary Practi­
tioners. He served as a member of their 
organizing committee, as their execu­
tive secretary, and as president in 1984- 
85. He was also president of the Ameri­
can Society of Comparative Gastroen­
terology.
His research interests have included 
comparative gastroenterology, enzyme 
histochemical alterations in the gas­
trointestinal tract, metabolic disorders, 
interactions producing disease in food 
animals, and the epidemiology of dairy 
calf disorders.
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College Briefs
t Dr. David Bane,veterinary clinical medicine, spoke at the Ontario Swine Practitioners Annual Meeting on June 22 in Stratford, Ontario, 
Canada. Dr. Bane addressed the group 
on "Sulfonamide Residue Monitoring 
in Swine Herds: Approaches and Prob­
lems". He is recognized as an author­
ity on this type of swine health concern 
as a result of research he has com­
pleted on the subject.
•
Drs. David Bane and William Hall,
veterinary clinical medicine, partici­
pated in the Congress of the Interna­
tional Pig Veterinary Society from Au­
gust 15-17. The Congress was held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Dr. Bane ad­
dressed the group on "The Effects of 
Salinomycin on Sow Weight Change 
During Lactation and on Sow Repro­
ductive Performance". Dr. Hall gave 
four presentations: "A Comparison of 
the In Vitro Minimum Inhibitory Con­
centration vs. the In Vivo Influence of 
Oxytetracycline on Induced Pneu­
monic Pasteurellosis in Swine", "The 
U se of Oxytetracycline Med ica ted Feed 
to Prevent Pneumonia Caused by Pas- 
teurella Multocida Type A", "A Model 
for the Induction of Pneumonia Caused 
by Pasteurella Multocida Type A", and 
"The Use of Lactoferrin and Lactoper- 
oxidase to Control Diarrhea in Neona­
tal Pigs Caused by E. Coli (0149)". Both 
veterinarians also chaired specific ses­
sions of the Congress. Dr. Bane handled 
the session on Nutrition and Feed Ac­
tivities while Dr. Hall chaired one of 
the Colibacillosis sessions.
•
ft  Dr. Val Beasley,yfc Associate Director ofB B  the Illinois Animal
B F .L  Poison Information 
■  Center, served as vice 
chairman of the 
FASEB Summer Re­
search Conference on Trichothecenes, 
Blue-Green Algae and Marine Toxins 
in Copper Mountain, Colorado, held 
in the latter part of July. He also pre­
sented a paper at the conference and 
was named chairperson for a proposed 
FASEB Summer Research Conference 
on low molecular weight toxins to be 
held in 1990. Other UI veterinariansVeterinary Report
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presenting papers were Drs. Richard 
Lambert, Stephen Hooser, and Wil­
liam Valentine. Dr. Beasley and Dr. 
Wanda Haschek- Hock presided over 
sections of the meeting.
•
Dr. G. John Benson, veterinary clini­
cal medicine, spoke at the 6th Interna­
tional Congress of Animal Hygiene 
June 13-17 in Skara, Sweden. Dr. Ben­
son addressed the group, which con­
sists of veterinarians and animal scien­
tists from around the world, on "Bio­
telemetry and Pulmonary Mechanics 
Indices of the Effect of Environmental 
Stress and Disease in Pigs". The con­
gress was sponsored by the Interna­
tional Society for Animal Hygiene.
•
Dr. Kenneth R. Boschert, Office of 
Laboratory Animal Care, recently 
became board certified in laboratory 
animal medicine, making him a Diplo- 
mate of the American College of Labo­
ratory Animal Medicine. Laboratory 
animal medicine is one of 14 veteri­
nary specialty boards.
•
Dr. Uriel Kitron, veterinary patho- 
biology, spoke at the Third Takemi 
Syposium on International Health, held 
in Tokyo, Japan on July 1-2. Kitron 
addressed the group on "Local and 
External Resources in the Control of 
Tropical Infectious Diseases". The 
theme of this year's symposium was 
"international cooperation for health 
in developing countries".
•
Dr. T. C. "Jane" Liu, veterinary bios­
ciences, presented a paper during the 
International Congress of Endocrinol­
ogy in Kyoto, Japan from July 17-23. 
Dr. Liu talked on "Does 17-B Estradiol 
(E2) Increase LH Release by Phospholi­
pases C (PLC) and A2 (PLA2) from Rat 
Anterior Pituitary Ceils".
•
Dr. Randall S. Ott, veterinary clini­
cal medicine, presented a seminar en­
titled "Current Research in Therio- 
genology at the University of Illinois" 
at the Laboratoire Pour Le Controle 
Des Reproducteurs, in Maisons-Alfort, 
France on June 17. This laboratory is 
responsible for health testing the sires 
in bull studs throughout France and 
conducts research in artificial insemi­
nation, embryo transfer and in vitro 
fertilization. Dr. Ott then attended the 
3rd World Congress on Sheep and 
Cattle Breeding at the Cite des Sci­
ences at de L'lndustrie, La Villette, in 
Paris, France from June 19-24. From 
June 26-30, Dr. Ott attended the 11th 
International Congress on Animal 
Reproduction and Artificial Insemina­
tion in Dublin, Ireland, where he pre­
sented "Scrotal Circumference, Mor­
phological Characteristics of Sperm, 
and Microscopic Lesions of the Testes 
of Angus Bulls Following a Weight 
Gain Test". He concluded his Euro­
pean activities with a visit to the Vet­
erinary School at Pisa, Italy as a guest 
of the school's dean, Dr. Aldo Romag- 
noli.
•
Dr. Gerald Pijanowski, veterinary 
biosciences, served as a member of the 
local arrangments committee for the 
American Society of Biomechanics 12th 
Annual Meeting. The meeting was held 
in Urbana-Champaign on September 
28-30 at the Illini Union.
•
Drs. Robert Poppenga and Steve 
Sundlof, UI graduates, and Dr. Frank 
Galey, former UI PhD student, were 
recently certified as Diplomates of the 
American Board of Veterinary Toxi­
cology. Toxicology is one of 14 veteri­
nary specialty boards.
Dr. Miodrag Ristic, veterinary pa- 
thobiology, has been appointed a key 
consultant to the Intracellular Blood 
Protista (IBP) Subproject in India by 
the Winrock International Institute for 
Agricultural Development. Dr. Ristic 
was chosen because he is internation­
ally recognized as an authority on he- 
motropic blood diseases of man and 
animals. The project is sponsored by 
the USAID in cooperation with the In­
dian Agricultural Department.
•
f. Dr. Ron Smith,j  veterinary pathobiol-
Pf ogy, spoke at the In-
#  ternational Sympo-
f  - sium on Tick Biology: 
Integrated Control 
and Disease Trans­
mission, June 30-July 1, College Sta­
tion, Texas. Approximately 45 veteri­
narians and tick biologists from around 
the world were in attendance. Dr. Smith 
addressed the group on "Boophilus Mi­
croplus Biology and the Transmission 
of Babesia Bovis”.
•
Dr. Ron Smith, veterinary pathobi- 
ology, spent July 25-29 in Copenhagen, 
Denmark at the Fifth International 
Symposium on Veterinary Epidemiol­
ogy and Economics. He contributed a 
paper, entitled "Veterinary Clinical Re­
search: A Survey of Epidemiologic 
Study Designs and Clinical Issues 
Appearing in a Practice Journal", and 
presented a poster, entitled "Epidemi­
ologic Investigation and Control of a 
Winter Anaplasmosis Outbreak in Illi­
nois", to the approximately 200 veteri­
narians and economists in attendance. 
•
Drs. John Thurmon and G. John 
Benson, veterinary clinical medicine, 
spent August 28-September 2 in Bris­
bane, Australia, participating in the 
Third International Congress of Vet­
erinary Anesthesia. Dr. Benson pre­
sented papers entitled "Postsurgical 
Pain in Cats: Comparative Efficacy of 
Selected Analgesics as Reflected by 
Plasma Catecholamine Concentration" 
and "Response to Butorphanol Pre­
anesthetic Administration in Cats An­
esthetized with Acepromazine-ketam- 
ine or Xylazine-ketamine". Dr. Thur­
mon presented papers entitled "Tela- 
zol-xylazine Anesthesia: Results of 
Trials in Calves" and "Major Problems 
Associated with General Anesthesia". 
Prior to the Congress, both anesthesi­
ologists were invited to talk at the 
Refresher Course in Veterinary Anes­
thesia, designed for Australian veteri­
nary practitioners and held in conjunc­
tion with the Congress. Dr. Thurmon 
spoke on "Clinical Pharmacology of 
Preanesthetic Medication" and Dr. 
Benson addressed the group on "Neu­
roleptanalgesia in Dogs".
•
Dr. William Valentine, veterinary 
biosciences, presented a paper entitled, 
"Effect of Configuration on Lethality 
and In Vivo Effect on Neuromuscular 
Junction of Anatoxin-A" at the 9th 
World Congress on Animal, Plant, and 
Microbial Toxins of the International 
Society on Toxinology at Stillwater, 
Oklahoma August 1.
•
Dr. Eric R. Vimr, veterinary patho- 
biology, spent July 2-August 26 com­
pleting a summer research fellowship 
at Christian-Albrechts University, Kiel, 
West Germany. The fellowship was 
funded by the German Academic 
Exchange Program. Dr. Vimr worked 
with Prof. Dr. Roland Schauer, direc­
tor of the Biochemistry Institute at the
university. The culmination of the fel­
lowship will be a collaborative paper 
on the purification of sialidase. While 
in Germany, Dr. Vimr also presented a 
seminar in Freiburg entitled "Genetics 
of Polysialic Acid Biosynthesis in Esch­
erichia coli K l".
•
Dr. William C. Wagner, head of vet­
erinary biosciences, led a workshop on 
the physiology of parturition and par­
ticipated in planning committees dur­
ing the 11th International Congress on 
Animal Reproduction and Artificial 
Insemination in Dublin, Ireland from 
June 27-30. During the Congress he 
also participated in meetings of the 
group's Executive Committee and 
International Standing Committee, of 
which he was elected president. Mem­
bers of the standing Committee se­
lected The Hague, in the Netherlands, 
as the site of the 199212th Congress. As 
part of his presidential duties, Dr. 
Wagner will oversee and coordinate 
the upcoming Congress with the local 
arrangements committee. In addition, 
he and his committee want to try to 
develop more activities among devel­
oping countries and to stimulate some 
regional meetings in between the con­
gresses which occur only every four 
years. Also attending this year's Con­
gress from the UI were Drs. Bruce 
Brodie, Ted Lock, Randall Ott, and 
Howard Whitmore, veterinary clini­
cal medicine. After the Congress, Dr. 
Wagner spent until July 10 in the United 
Kingdom consulting with Professor 
J.A. Laing regarding a textbook en­
titled "Infertility in Domestic Animals". 
Dr. Wagner is a co-editor of the book, 
and is responsible for the chapters on 
non-infectious infertility.
•
An incomplete list of teachers ranked 
as excellent by their students for Spring 
1988 includes: Veterinary Clinical 
Medicine -  Karen Campbell, Jane 
Davis, Joseph DiPietro, Janice Dye, 
Jonathan Foreman, Ann Johnson, 
Stephen Kneller, Donald Krawiek, 
Theodore Lock, Michael Luethy, 
Douglas MacCoy, Allan Paul, D. 
David Sisson, and Lynn Wheaton; 
Veterinary Biosciences -  Jo Ann Eurell; 
Veterinary Pathobiology -  Howard 
Gelberg, Carl Kirkpatrick, and Di­
anne Pedersen; Biomedical Commu­
nications Center -  Samuel Gianna- 
vola.
Thank You
A special thanks to each of you 
who took the time earlier this year 
to fill out and return the alumni 
survey on job satisfaction. Those 
results will be used in a December 
retreat which will be the first phase 
in the College's year long strategic 
planning process to look at how we 
train future generations of veteri­
narians. This self-examination proc­
ess is being sponsored nationwide 
by the Pew Foundation. Over fifty 
percent of you responded to the 
questionnaire and that is a terrific 
response by any standard of meas­
urement. Thank you for your valu­
able contribution.
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